Activity 9.1: Local Economic History

Massachusetts cities and towns have interesting economic histories.  Some Massachusetts cities date to the 1600s and 1700s, and have histories in farming, fishing or shipping.  Salem, for example, was a major shipping port, with trade from all over the world.  Some Massachusetts cities grew in the 1800s as manufacturing centers.  Lowell, for example, emerged as a textile manufacturing hub, with the canals and mills built in the early 1800s.  Similarly, Holyoke developed as a paper manufacturing city, also with a network of canals and mills.  Lynn was a leader in shoe manufacturing, with a shoe industry growing from handmade to factory-made.

Investigate local history to find out what industries were most important in your city or town in the past.  Questions to address could include the following.  

· What were the key industries in this city in the past?  

· When did these key industries develop?  

· What jobs did people have?  

· How has the local economy changed over time?  

· What industries are most important now?  

· What agricultural (food and farming) work is done today in your community?

· What manufacturing work is done today in your community? 
· What impact does local history have on the local economy today?
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